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2000-2010
Best of the Decade


Biggest Impact on Education
The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) – View (1.8 MB) 
which amended the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) seems like it has been around for more than eight years.  There is no doubt that NCLB and the implementation of NCLB by each state made the biggest impact on education during the decade.

The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act has been in effect since January 8, 2002, when President George W. Bush signed it into law.  Today, efforts to reauthorize the law—something that was scheduled to happen in 2007—continue to languish in Congress  unable to gather enough momentum from either party in either chamber.  NCLB has led to higher standards and greater accountability throughout the Nation's school systems.  

As we enter 2010, the future of NCLB is uncertain.   Among its provisions, NCLB states that all students will attain "proficiency" in reading and mathematics by 2014 (including students with disabilities and English learners); all students will be taught by highly qualified teachers by 2005-06; all English learners will become proficient in English; all students will learn in schools that are safe and drug free; and all students will graduate from high school.





Website That Influenced Education and Influenced How Teachers Work
http://www.allthingsplc.info/
All Things PLC

This site was created to serve as a collaborative, objective resource for educators and administrators who are committed to enhancing student achievement.  This interactive site includes a blog and opportunities for educators to share their resources.  All Things PLC invites educators to share their research, experiences and struggles.  Rick and Becky DuFour and other educators offer feedback and share insights regarding the implementation of Professional Learning Communities.  The vision of All Things PLC is to be the definitive clearinghouse of information for educators building or refining their Professional Learning Community. 
According to Rick and Becky DuFour (2008), “The very essence of a learning community is a focus on and a commitment to the learning of each student. When a school or district functions as a PLC, educators within the organization embrace high levels of learning for all students as both the reason the organization exists and the fundamental responsibility of those who work within it. In order to achieve this purpose, the members of a PLC create and are guided by a clear and compelling vision of what the organization must become in order to help all students learn. They make collective commitments clarifying what each member will do to create such an organization, and they use results-oriented goals to mark their progress.”
The transition from teachers working in isolation to collaboration may be the biggest change in education between 2000-2010.  Lortie (1975) described most schools as departmentalized or divided into grade levels, and ever-increasing duties leave little time for communication between teachers, there is a tendency for beginning teachers to adopt a self-reliant philosophy.  The combination of Professional Learning Communities with Web 2.0 tools increased opportunities for face-to-face and ongoing communication within and across schools during the past decade.  Professional Learning Communities are beginning to have a dramatic impact on student achievement. 

21st Century Leadership
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/
Partnership for 21st Century Learning Skills

As we enter 2010, most schools cannot claim that they do a good job at preparing students for life and work in the 21st century.  Having access to classroom computers may have been the fad in the 1990’s, but today’s students need more than access to a computer and the ability to type an essay in Microsoft Word.

The Partnership for 21st Century Skills was formed in 2002.  According to their website,

“Every child in America needs 21st century knowledge and skills to succeed as effective citizens, 
  workers and leaders in the 21st century. There is a profound gap between the knowledge 
  and skills most students learn in school and the knowledge and skills they need in typical 
  21st century communities and workplaces. To successfully face rigorous higher education
  coursework, career challenges and a globally competitive workforce, U.S. schools must 
  align classroom environments with real world environments by infusing 21st century skills.”

The mission of the Partnership for 21st Century Skills is to serve as a catalyst to position 
21st century skills at the center of U.S. K-12 education by building collaborative partnerships
among education, business, community and government leaders.  To date, fourteen states
have partnered with the Partnership for 21st Century Skills.

To view the skills outlined by the Partnership for 21st Century Skills, visit:
P21 Framework Definitions

Best Collaboration By Government and Policy Makers
http://www.corestandards.org/
Common Core State Standards Initiative

In 2008, a report titled, Benchmarking for Success: Ensuring U.S. Students Receive a World-
Class Education was released.  The report was released by the National Governors Association, the Council of Chief State School Officers and Achieve, Inc. It explained the urgent need for action and outlined what states and the federal government must do to ensure U.S. students receive a world-class education that provides expanded opportunities for college and career success. An Advisory Group was convened by three of the nation's leading education policy organizations – the National Governors Association, Council of Chief State School Officers and Achieve, Inc. – and consists of governors, state commissioners of education, business leaders, researchers, former federal officials and state and local officials.

Currently, Achieve, the National Governor’s Association, and the Council of Chief State School Officers are working with representatives from state education agencies, government agencies, and other stakeholders to develop Common Core Standards.  It has been documented that students who lack prior knowledge and skills before entering a specific grade level or course will fall further and further behind (English, 2000; Finn, Kanstoroom, Rothstein, & Honig, 2001).  A common curriculum would partially eliminate the inconsistencies that are created by individually developed curricula in each school district (English & Steffy, 2002).  

According to the Common Core State Standards Initiative website, 

 “This Common Core State Standards Initiative is a significant and historic opportunity for states
   to collectively accelerate and drive education reform toward the ultimate goal of all children
   graduating from high school ready for college, work, and success in the global economy.”
 

Currently, every state has its own set of academic standards, meaning public education students in each state are learning to different levels. This initiative will allow students equal access to an excellent education regardless of where they live. This next generation of students must be prepared to compete with not only their American peers in the next state, but with students from around the world.  
Timeline for the Common Core State Standards Initiative:

· November 2009 – College- and career-readiness standards validated 

· Winter 2009/2010 – K-12 common core state standards in English-language arts and mathematics completed and publicly released

· Early 2010, states submit timeline and process for adoption of common core state standards in English-language arts and mathematics 

Biggest Change in Public Schools
1:1 Laptop Initiative

The 1:1 Laptop Initiative provides each teacher and student with a laptop computer, and wireless Internet access throughout the school.  Technology has provided students with the opportunity to take AP and other advanced courses.  Prior to the 1:1 Laptop Initiative, many small high schools and rural schools could not provide as many rigorous courses to high school juniors and seniors.  The 1:1 Laptop Initiative also allows each student to have a computer, regardless family income.  The 1:1 Laptop Initiative has made ‘opportunity to learn’ a reality for thousands of students and created new opportunities to take virtual field trips and communicate with students and adults around the world.

In North Carolina, initial findings include: students appear to be more engaged in learning and classroom activities and indicate they feel they are benefiting in the development of 21st century skills. Teachers are taking advantage of connectivity in interesting and important ways,
 
such as asynchronous collaboration through resources such as Google Docs, and are involving students in virtual field trips, accessing online resources and interacting with online guest speakers. 

The NC 1:1 Laptop pilot initiative is a public-private partnership between the Golden LEAF Foundation, SAS Institute, the North Carolina New Schools Project, the Friday Institute and the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction that provides 21st century resources to teachers and students at eight high schools.  Other school districts in North Carolina have established a 1:1 Laptop Initiative, but they are not part of this partnership.

Additional Resources:
View a video with Student Interviews about the NC 1:1 Laptop Initiative.
Other State 1:1 Laptop Initiatives


Best Invention for Increasing Opportunity to Learn
Virtual Schools and Virtual Learning Opportunities

Online learning at the K-12 level has grown so much in recent years that the main issue in most states is no longer whether or not online learning is occurring, but rather how it is being implemented.  Due to the limited number of teachers that a small school district can employ, students in rural school districts have lacked access to Advanced Placement (AP) and Honors level courses.  This has placed thousands of students at a disadvantage when they compete for scholarships and college admissions.  With virtual schooling, one student can enroll in a college, honors, or elective course.  Prior to virtual schooling, most high schools would close a course 

before hiring a teacher to teach one student.  According to the International Association for 
K-12 Online Learning, “Online learning within K-12 education is increasing access and equity by making high quality courses and highly qualified teachers available to students. Online learning programs offer courses, academic credits and support toward a diploma.”  

Quick Facts About Virtual Schools and Online Courses in K-12 Education:
· State virtual schools now exist in 27 states.

· Michigan’s Superintendent of Public Instruction expanded a process that allows school
districts to seek a waiver of the state’s pupil accounting rules to allow eligible full-time
students to take all of their coursework online.

· About half of all states have significant full-time online schools.

Source:
Keeping Pace with K-12 Online Learning: A Review of State-Level Policy and Practice, 2009

“Across most states and all grade levels, students are finding increased opportunity, flexibility, and convenience through online learning. Teachers are discovering a new way to reach students, many of whom were not successful in traditional schools and courses. Administrators are exploring ways to offer a wider range of courses to students and professional development opportunities to teachers. Online learning is spreading also because technology in education is an appropriate, and perhaps necessary, way to educate the many digital students of this generation.” 
                                                                                                A National Primer on K-12 Online Learning, 2007





Book of the Decade
Understanding by Design (2nd Edition)
Schooling by Design
It is difficult to determine a single book which had the greatest impact on education during the past decade.  Since 2000, thousands of researchers and authors have influenced the work of education policy makers and K-12 practitioners.  This award goes to two books which were written by the same authors.

Understanding by Design (2nd Edition)
Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe wrote, Understanding by Design in 1998.  Drawing on feedback from thousands of educators around the world, the authors released the Expanded Second Edition of Understanding by Design (2005).  The tools provided in this book and in the supporting UbD Professional Development Workbook will enable collaborative teams to make critical decisions regarding curriculum design.

Wiggins and McTighe cite the research of curriculum heavyweights such as Jerome Bruner, Art Costa, John Dewey, Howard Gardner, Madeline Hunter, David Perkins, Ted Sizer, Ralph Tyler and others.  Using research combined with stories about present-day classrooms and unit designs, the authors provide the reader with curriculum theory and a process for implementing UbD.  Understanding by Design has gained popularity around the globe and a subscription website which supports the work of educators is available at http://www.ubdexchange.org/.

Schooling by Design 
Schooling by Design (2007) builds on the research outlined in Understanding by Design.  An essential part of moving forward with the Understanding by Design framework is to make sure its principles and strategies are reflected in all aspects of your school improvement efforts, including curriculum planning, leadership, teacher professional development, and action research.  If one teacher in a building or one school in a district utilizes the Understanding by Design framework, it will not have the same impact as a school district which makes student learning its main priority.  According to the authors, “Schooling at its best reflects a purposeful arrangement of parts and details, organized with deliberate intention, for achieving the kinds of learning we seek (2007, p. 9).”  This influential book shares how school districts can create clarity about specific goals and then work collaboratively to make certain that the goals are met.  Too many school districts across the United States still allow each teacher to work as an independent contractor.  Schooling by Design shares how schools should think with the end in mind.  What should a successful graduate look like, be like, be capable of doing with their learning?  What do teachers and administrators need to do in order to help students reach the desired goals and outcomes of a K-12 education?

When schools become more intentional about establishing clear learning goals, commit to a common mission, and strategically work towards their goals, student achievement will increase.  The combined work of Understanding by Design (Expanded 2nd Edition) and Schooling by Design (2007) is complemented by the work of Rick DuFour, Robert Eaker, and Rebecca DuFour (See Professional Learning Communities at Solution Tree and All Things PLC).  Whether a school district uses state standards, which all 50 states currently utilze, national standards from content organizations, locally developed standards, or the Common Core State Standards (in development), educators will still need a method for organizing curriculum, instruction and assessment.  Understanding by Design provides educators with multiple strategies for organizing standards and identifying learning outcomes.  Content and facts will continue to multiply.  Understanding by Design and Schooling by Design help educators plan curriculum, instruction and assessment which is neither textbook driven or content driven.





Best Article
http://www.leadandlearn.com/files/file/articles/NASSP%20Bulletin%20article.pdf
Standards Are Not Enough: Essential Transformations for School Success 
Douglas B. Reeves
NASSP Bulletin, Vol. 84, No. 620, pp. 5-19
December 2000

It is difficult to select one journal article as the “Best Article” of the decade.  Based on Reeves’ contributions to the field of education, several of his articles could have received this recognition.  Reeves is the founder of The Leadership and Learning Center. His monthly column on change leadership appears in Educational Leadership.
The “Best Article” of the decade was written in 2000.  The recommendations that Reeves made in this article are still applicable to the work of K-12 curriculum developers and policy makers as we enter a new decade.  Reeves wrote, “Almost every public school district in the nation has academic standards. Although standards alone are clearly an insufficient instrument for the improvement of student achievement, the essence of standards—the clear articulation of what students should know and be able to do—forms the basis for the essential transformations necessary for school success.”

Reeves concluded, “If standards are to endure, then educators must get beyond test prep and embrace thinking, reasoning, and communication…Finally, they must move from single high-stakes tests to a body of evidence as the measurement of the degree to which students meet standards.” As we enter a new decade, the Standards Movement has reemerged in the form of The Common Core State Standards Initiative.  When Reeves wrote this article in 2000, he may not have considered it to be a timeless article.  While some school districts have embraced the recommendations made by Reeves in this article, other school districts are still lost in “a sea of standards” (Marzano & Kendall, 1998).  In order to improve student learning, we need to embrace standards-based education, but we also need to clarify what every student should know and be able to do and then develop instruction and assessment which supports the standards and more importantly supports student understanding. 


High Yield Education Initiative
http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2009-04-08-pre-K-funding_N.htm
Enrollment Up in State Funded Pre-K Programs
USA Today
April 9, 2009

The years before a child reaches kindergarten are among the most critical in his or her life to influence learning. During the 2000–2001 school year, there were about 19,900 public elementary schools with prekindergarten classes.  According to The Pew Center on the States, “Pre-kindergarten is one of the most well-researched public education strategies of the last forty years.  Children who complete quality pre-k programs are more academically and socially prepared when they enter school and more likely to complete high school and contribute to their community as adults.”  Traditionally, ‘opportunity to learn’ started when students entered kindergarten.  The lesson parents and educators learned from this approach was that some students entered kindergarten already reading, writing, counting and building on prior knowledge while other students entered kindergarten lacking the skills of their peers who had the benefit of organized pre-school.  

“State-funded prekindergarten reached more children during the 2006-2007 school year than ever before, with total enrollments topping one million for the first time. State pre-K programs served 1,026,037 children in 38 states across the country, of which 1,008,597 were 3- and 4-year-olds. This represent[ed] an enrollment increase of more than 80,000 children from the previous year” (National Institute for Early Education Research).  According to the National School Boards Association, “The research on early childhood education is abundant and clear: Quality programs not only make a big impact on school readiness but also improve the quality of young children’s lives, particularly those from low-income families.”  As we reflect on the impact of State Funded Pre-K programs over the past decade, it is evident that this was a High Yield Initiative worthy of recognition.  What is the future of State Funded Pre-K Programs in the United States?  The U.S. Department of Education website includes the following statement about Pre-K programs, “President Obama is committed to providing the support that our youngest children need to prepare to succeed later in school. The President supports a seamless and comprehensive set of services and support for children, from birth through 
age 5.”  



Best YouTube Video About Education
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMcfrLYDm2U
Did You Know, 2007
This is an official update to the original “Shift Happens” video by Karl Fisch and Scott McLeod.  This update includes new and updated statistics, thought-provoking questions and a fresh design.  For more information, or to join the conversation, visit http://shifthappens.wikispaces.com.  The design of this video is by XPLANE.
To date, this video has been viewed 3,897,023 times.  This video is known as Shift Happens 2.0.
In the fall of 2009, Shift 4.0 was developed by Fisch and McLeod.  
YouTube did not exist until 2005!
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