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CONSTITUTION DAY

September 17, 1787

Does your school have a coherent plan for implementing Constitution Day?   In 2005, the United States Department of Education implemented Constitution Day and Citizenship Day based on legislation passed by Congress in December 2004 stating,                                 “Educational institutions receiving Federal funding are required to hold an educational program pertaining to the United States Constitution                        on September 17th of each year” (118 Stat. 2809, 3344-45, Section III).                                                    

 An aligned approach to teaching students about the Constitution will enable and empower students.  While social studies is taught in kindergarten-twelfth grade, the United States Constitution is not the central focus of the North Carolina Standard Course of Study at each grade level.               An aligned K-12 method of implementing Constitution Day will give students more opportunities to study the United States Constitution and concepts                 such as citizenship.  If school systems do not articulate a systematic plan, Constitution Day will become an annual day where students complete word find(s), worksheets, design mobiles (i.e., 3 branches of government), create acrostics to words such as freedom, play Bingo, watch videos and participate in other educational activities which will be repeated from one year to the next.
Constitution Day will become more relevant to students when teachers begin working collaboratively to identify what is being taught, what knowledge is worth understanding and how connections can be made across the K-12 social studies experience and across disciplines.  The resources in this booklet will assist teachers and administrators in developing a plan for Constitution Day 2008 and beyond. 
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	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy

	Cameron Park

School Summary


	
	· Our school celebrated Constitution Day for the week of September 18-22.  Individual classrooms and grade levels planned activities for the week.  Activities were shared with the administration, pictures were taken and we ended our celebration by making accessible the movie, A More Perfect Union for grades 3rd-5th and America Rocks (A series of songs about the Constitution from Schoolhouse Rock) for K-5.  Most students and teachers wore red, white and blue and participated in a school-wide parade where some students carried homemade flags and signs with the following slogans:

      Children have the right to an education; We have the right to play; We have the right to a name 

      and nationality; We have the right to enough food, clean water, health care and shelter.

      Sources:
       www.nccs.net- National Center for Constitutional Studies

       If You Could Wear My Sneakers!  By Sheree Fitch and Darcia Labrosse



	K. Neff
	5th Grade

Social Studies
	· Our class focused on understanding how democratic values come to be, and how they have been exemplified by people, events, and symbols by knowing and understanding their significance.  Our class used the established Cameron Park Code, the books We the Kids and I Pledge Allegiance to discuss and illustrate the following vocabulary words:  pledge, allegiance, etc.

       In addition, our class completed a study of Patriotic Songs of America.  Yankee Doodle, 

      America the Beautiful, God Bless American, and the Star Spangled Banner were the songs we 

      studied.

	L. Tempest
	5th Grade

Social Studies
	· Our class studied the Bill of Rights.  Each student word processed one of the amendments 
     We covered only the first ten and illustrated how it would look when applied.

      On Friday, Ms. Logue, a parent with a criminal justice education background, visited our class 

      and explained how Amendment IV works; no search of property without good reasons.


	Y. Wahlers
	4th Grade
	· Our class read the Scholastic News about Constitution Day.  The Scholastic News taught us about Chief Justice John G Roberts, Jr., highlighted remembering 9/11, and discussed ways to celebrate Constitution Day.  Our class checked out the laptops and went on sites from Steven Weber.

          Source:
          http://www.civics.unc.edu/teacherresources/constitutionday_index.htm

	M. Viverette
	3rd Grade
	· Our class studied “What does it mean to vote?”  Students voted in a make-shift booth.  Our class learned that taxes provide resources.  Students analyzed sales receipts to add up sales tax.  Students studied how a bill becomes a law and analyzed the need for a Preamble and the rights it assured.

Sources:
          Schoolhouse Rock Song----Preamble

          Video:  Shh We’re Writing the Constitution


	C. Monaghan
	2nd Grade
	· Our class defined citizenship and discussed citizenship in conjunction with the Cameron Park code.  Our class discussed the meaning of the Constitution, who created it and why it was created.  We also listened to the song:  This Land is Your Land and discussed the author and the song’s importance.


	K. Pope
	2nd Grade
	· Our class focused on why we have laws and how they keep us safe.  Our class discussed who makes the laws and the meaning of government.  Students discussed, defined and illustrated the following vocabulary: Constitution, government, rules, laws, power, enforce, limits, Bill of Rights, framers, protection, amend/change, Congress, President, and courts.


	A. Howell
	2nd Grade
	· Our class discussed citizenship.  We talked about the rights and freedoms of citizens of the US as outlined by the Constitution.  We also discussed the duties and responsibilities of being a citizen.
 

	W. Whitford
	1st Grade
	· Our class compared the Constitution to the rules in our class and at Cameron Park.  As a group, we completed an information sheet about the Constitution.  We explored the importance of rules and the rights that they represent in our lives through a variety of scenarios.  We also learned about the parts and colors on our flag.  The class made flag hats which we enjoyed wearing in the parade.



	G. Gaillard
	1st Grade
	· Our class created a circle map about America.  Students listened to and discussed the books: USA, The Star Spangled Banner, Freedom, etc.  Students listened and discussed the words to the following songs:  America the Beautiful, The Star Spangled Banner.


	M. K. Panza
	1st Grade
	· We are having discussions about rules/laws for our class, community and country.  We are also talking about the reasons for the Constitution (why it was written, who wrote it, etc.) and relating it to our town, state, country’s laws.  The class will be making an American flag using cut-outs of their hands and we will be learning about why the flag looks as it does (red, white stripes, 50 stars, blue, etc.).

	S. Brooks, R. Green, 
C. King, L. Welch


	Kindergarten
	· Our classes created our own class Constitution.  We listened to and discussed the following books:  Our Flag, America, We the People, and Race for President.  Our classes made flags using various materials and styles:  pinkie painting, handprints, etc.  Some classes studied an original copy of the Constitution.



	P. Mitchell
	K-5

Music
	· All grade levels were told the story of the writing of the American National Anthem.  We reviewed the words of the first verse and sang through the anthem.

· Grades 1-5 did a survey asking if they could recognize or sing the national anthem and our results were comparable to the National average, with only 20% of students being able to sing the national anthem without help.  75% of students could recognize the anthem when played.
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                                                                CONSTITUTION DAY – 2006

Grady A. Brown

	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy

	Mrs. Nichols

Mrs. Coleman

Mrs. Daniel

Mrs. Compton


	Kindergarten


	· Students said the Pledge of Allegiance and watched the schools news show, WGAB.
· Students defined the term “Constitution” and compared it to their own class agreement.  Next,  the class talked about the U.S. flag and why there are fifty stars and thirteen stripes.                            North Carolina was identified on a U.S. map.

	Ms. Floyd

Miss Price

Mrs. Vaughn

Ms Floyd
	1st Grade
	· Students watched WGAB, the school’s morning news show, which included a segment about Constitution Day.  Then students discussed our rights-freedom to make choices. A “human bar graph” showing various choices we make (such as the choice to choose what we eat) was created.  The students learned what the Constitution was and how it was made.  They learned about two famous individuals who helped write the Constitution (George Washington and Benjamin Franklin).  Flags were also made as an art project.



	Ms. Young

Ms. Deegan

Ms. Kirkendall

Ms. Benda
	2nd Grade
	· Students made a KWL chart and read two books about the Constitution and discussed the students’ rights as citizens of the U.S.

· Students watched WGAB, the school’s morning news show, which included a segment about Constitution Day.

· Then they read and discussed an online WebQuest about the Constitution.  We visited the Schoolhouse Rock website to sing a song about the Preamble.  A Constitution word search was given and important buildings were identified.

Sources:
      www.usconstitution.net/conskids.html
      www.school-house-rock.com/Prea.html


	Mrs. Sexton

Mrs. McKee

Miss Parisher

Mr. Hochreiter
	3rd Grade
	· Students made a citizenship chain and shared three links each day.  They worked in groups as they studied the Preamble to the Constitution, breaking it down into each part and discussing  what it meant (in words the students understood).  Each part of the Preamble was then illustrated.  They watched the school news show and after viewing the segment about the Constitution, they had a brief brainstorming session about the Constitution.



	Ms. Price

Miss Gilmore

Mrs. Staley

Ms. Roberts
	4th Grade
	· Spelling words were generated from “Constitution” and “Citizenship Day”.  Definitions of words such as:  citizenship, representative, Constitution, allegiance, and pledge were studied.  US flags were colored and the current issue of Weekly Reader, which focused on the Constitution, was read. 

· Students watched WGAB, the school’s morning news show, which informed students about Constitution Day.  The American flag was discussed, including its importance and the flag as our country’s symbol.  

· Students watched WGAB, which included information about Constitution Day.  Then articles about the Constitution in the current issue of Weekly Reader was read and discussed.



	Mrs. Cain

Mrs. Floyd

Mrs. Quick

Mrs. Tripp
	5th Grade
	· Students watched the school-wide morning news show, WGAB, which included a segment about Constitution Day.  After saying the pledge, students discussed the flag as our country’s symbol and its role in U.S. history.  

· Students then discussed the meaning of the pledge and how it relates to their freedoms and liberties today, and why we take the time daily to salute the U.S. flag.  The day was recognized as an important one by examining the document in our social studies textbook.  



	Ms. Hill-Wise
	Resource Classes
	· 4th and 5th Grade students watch the video, “Shhh!  We’re Writing the Constitution”, and read a nonfiction book and mini-page articles about the Constitution.  They also listed acts learned about the Constitution and then created their class beliefs, starting by saying, “We the Students of Ms. Hill-Wise’s classroom, in order to form a more perfect learning environment believe…”

· K-2 resource students colored American flags, read books about being good citizens and added to the class agreement how they can be good citizens in their school. 



	Mrs. Joubert
	Autistic Class
	· Students copied a three-paragraph Constitution article from Mailbox magazine to practice handwriting each morning for the week.  They used the article as shared reading for the week and after listening to the Preamble on the Schoolhouse Rock website everyday, they arranged sentence strips of the Constitution in the correct order and read it during independent reading time Friday morning.
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	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy

	Hillsborough Elementary

School Summary
	
	· Read We the Kids and discussed Preamble

· Watched Schoolhouse Rock video on the Constitution

· United Streaming Video--Almost Painless Guide to the Constitution
· United Streaming Video—Shhh!! The Writing of the Constitution
· Constructed a U.S. flag with children’s handprints.  Each child wrote on the hand what it meant to be a good citizen.

· Read We the People
· Broke down words to the Constitution and wrote the kid’s version

· Read and learned the vocabulary of the Preamble to the Constitution.  I also taught them a song that is to the words of the Preamble.  In math classes we had a giant logic problem, with each class member representing a signer of the Declaration of Independence.  Each child had to determine his or her identify.

· Read a story about a King who is very tired because he’s been running the kingdom with no help.  The King develops three different forms of government to help him run the kingdom.  He makes three departments: #1 Lawmakers, #2 King’s Guard and #3 Judges.  After reading the story, students read “letters” from the people of the town and decided which department would handle the problem.  Then we transferred that knowledge and talked about our departments of government.

· Showed the video America Rock (School House Rock series)

· Tell students their goal is to learn what the Preamble means

· Showed a copy of the Constitution.  Asked what’s the significance of beginning the document with “We the People…”?

· I posed a hypothetical situation to the class, (imagine that, on a field trip to Tahiti, your class became stranded-without any adults and with little hope of being rescued in the foreseeable future-on a very friendly tropical island.  Start with a brief, general discussion about:  How will you work together?  How will you create rules?  How will you deal with people who group members think are not following the rules?)  

· After discussion I read aloud:  We The Kids
· Students then drew a picture of what being an American means to them, and put on display.
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	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy

	Kathy Humphries
	Kindergarten
	· The class created a Constitution / social contract to go with our classroom rules.  Students signed the classroom constitution and it was posted with class rules in our classroom.



	Angela Breeze
	EC

Resource Reading


	· The class read 10 facts about the U. S. Constitution.  We discussed the facts, and completed a word scramble and a word search.

	New Hope 
Kindergarten and 1st Grade


	Kindergarten

1st Grades 

Social Studies
	Classes read We The Kids, by David Caltrow.  We discussed how our class agreements were similar to the U. S. Constitution.  We also watched school-wide television presentations during the week of 

Sept. 18-22.

	New Hope Elementary
School Summary
	School wide

PreK-Grade 5

Morning News Program on WNHTV Closed Circuit TV
	Constitution Day was observed / featured each day on the morning news program during the school week of September 18 – 22 in the following ways:  

· Student News Anchors announced and explained Constitution Day

· Colin Powell narrated an explanation of Constitution Day and as part of the video we recited the Preamble.  (We did not show the entire video due to length and age appropriateness.)  The video we showed on the morning news was found at:
      http:///www.constitutionday.com/videos/videos.html.                                                                                                 

         The website is “A NON PARTISAN NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION.”
· The names of the North Carolinians who signed the U. S. Constitution were shared.

· Students were challenged to locate our school’s Freedom Shrine and to identify and discuss the types of items included in the display (presidential letter and addresses, the Preamble, Gettysburg  Address, etc.) and to find the name of the Freedom Shrine’s sponsoring organization.

       Sources:  

       http://www.civics.unc.edu/teacherresources/constitutionday_index.htm




	Teacher’s Name
	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy

	Janice Albaugh

Hope Cantrell

Shannon Hodges


	3rd Grade
	· On Monday morning, we gave the students a coloring booklet about the Constitution that listed basic facts about it (branches of government and purpose of Constitution).  We talked about the time it occurred and why it was put into place.  We told the students they could work on the booklet during free time throughout the week.
· We discussed how the Constitution is like a set of rules (like we have in our classroom) to rule our country.

· The students listened to the book “Shh, I am Writing the Constitution” on United Streaming.

· After the video, we highlighted important events from the story and what would happen if we did not have this document.  We related it to not having class rules.

· The students completed reading comprehension activities from Ed Helper, Wendy’s World Constitution Week and Making a Constitution.   The students had to follow up with questions.



	Laura Fountain


	4th grade
	Introduction of why Constitution Day/Week was begun.  Video adaptation of Jean Fritz’s Shhh! We’re Writing the Constitution.

	Pathways
	5th Grade
	· The students watched Birth of the Constitution.
· Memorized the Preamble

· Read We the Kids
· Shared what we learned with the school on our news show WPEN each morning during Constitution Week.





	School Name/

Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy

	John Capps
	
	· Warm-up:  Examples of Constitution in the classroom 
        (Preamble, Bill of Rights, “Freedom”, “Democracy”, etc.)
· Video (from www.unitedstreaming.com):  
        “Our Constitution:  The Document That Gave Birth To A Nation” 
· Discussion (last few minutes):  Who did the Constitution leave out?  Why?  
               What difference has it made?  What problems exist with the Constitution today?

	Chameleons Team 
	
	· Hand out a copy of the test for the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 
· Have the students attempt to take the test. 
· Discuss reasons why the government might feel the information is important to know. 
· Discuss briefly the American Revolution and the reasons why we wanted to have our own country. 
· Discuss the importance of the Constitution; we will briefly read over the constitution in class and talk about how well crafted it is; we will also discuss why we celebrate Constitution Day. 
· We will play “Who Wants to be a Million Dollar Citizen” 
· We will wrap up our Constitution Day celebration by writing a paragraph on what we learned about the Constitution today. 


	Elen Wilkinson
	
	· In Social Studies, students will receive extra credit for being able to recite the Preamble on 

Friday, September 15.
· In Language Arts, Ms. Ferrigan’s journal prompt on Monday will be about the Constitution and 
our rights

· In Social Studies, we will learn about the government of Ancient Greece and make connections to our own form of government as outlined in the Constitution. 

· In Social Studies, we will play the Who Wants to be a  Millionaire game about the Constitution. 


	Joseph Sharp
	
	·  The Eagles team will be addressing Constitution Day in ELA with a Journal activity and also 

         in Social Studies where we will be identifying basic elements of the Constitution and creating a 

         student-centered Constitution.





CONSTITUTION DAY – 2006
C.W. Stanford Middle
	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy

	Price, Linnan
	6th Grade

Social Studies
	· Students created a picture book identifying the Bill of Rights.
· In class reading of selected passages of the Constitution, discussion of the Bill of Rights, Reader’s Theater selection on the Bill of Rights

· Students compiled a list of 10 reasons why they think we have a national government.  Before we discussed our reasons, I showed the Peanut’s video titled, The Birth of the Constitution.                 Then, we looked at the Preamble together and groups read and summarized each Article of the Constitution with a whole class discussion to follow. (The “Why Do We Have a National Government?” handout and the copy of the Articles of the Constitution, I got off of the                       Bill of Rights Institute’s website a couple years ago:

Sources:

http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/Instructional/Resources/ConstitutionDay/lesson_MShigh.pdf


	Carlin, Yellin
	7th Grade

Social Studies
	· After discussing the foundation for the Constitution and letting the students interpret the Preamble, the students wrote a Preamble for a CWS constitution.  They started out with                “We, the students of C.W. Stanford” and continued on from there.

· Discussion of Constitution “Mini-Page”.


	Harrington, Collins, Stephens
	8th Grade 

Social Studies
	· Students created a class constitution, based upon the primary goals listed in the Preamble, and including a classroom Bill of Rights

· Analysis and evaluation of the Preamble

· Students took a quiz on questions included on INS Naturalization test

http://www.civics.unc.edu/teacherresources/Goal%20One/Constitution%20Day/Immigration%20
and%20Naturalization.pdf




CONSTITUTION DAY – 2006

Gravelly Hill Middle
	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy



	T. Watson
	7th Grade

Social Studies
	· We talked about the freedom of speech and how important it is to use it appropriately. 

· Students discussed various debate topics (they debated whether or not we should have cell phones at school; if there should be a school dress code; or if the driving age should be lowered).
· They voted on those topics and chose two topics per class. 

· They broke into four teams to prepare for the actual debates. 

· They performed the debates starting on Monday and carrying over until Tuesday.


	C. Watson

Walton 
Harrison


	6th Grade

Social Studies (Europe and Latin America)
	· We read the Bill of Rights and discussed the rights that each amendment guarantees U.S. citizens.  Then, on banner paper, the students created columns for each amendment, and glued in the columns a summary of the amendment and real-world examples.  (They were given these ahead of time and had to figure them out in small groups.)  We had a class discussion on ideas related to the first two amendments.  The students were given a series of statements and chose to “Agree” or “Disagree” with each, providing support for their opinions.

         Sources:

          http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/score_lessons/bill_of_rights/media/finalact.htm


	Norman
	7th Grade

Social Studies
	· Supreme Court cases involving students and school issues such as search and seizure - The first case was New Jersey v TLO; search and seizure by administration in schools.  The second case is Gault; the right for a minor to a fair and speedy trial and the right to cross examine on his behalf.





	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy



	Cedar Ridge High School

School Summary
	
	· Students created several bulletin boards celebrating the importance of the Constitution.
· Reading of the Preamble and discussions about the Constitution

· Patriotic readings were performed by students during lunch time ceremonies.
· Students were offered extra credit for learning the Preamble to the Constitution.
· The chorus performed a medley of patriotic music during all lunches in the courtyard.
· A slide show presentation was shown at the beginning of open house.
· AP U.S. History classes held a two-day Constitutional Convention, simulating the actual delegates and their self-interests. The point of the simulation was to highlight the role of compromise and the common good over individual state-interests.
· Some classes watched the video entitled A More Perfect Union.
· A wreath was laid at the school’s 9-11 Memorial.
· All students viewed a patriotic video over the TV monitor following a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. 





	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy



	Lee Heckathorn
	
	· During class discussion, we elaborated on the 1662  Slave/Black Codes established by the Virginia House of Burgesses which defined slavery as a term for life of the master and that slaves were considered chattel property to be utilized however the master deemed fit.  Example, if a master wanted to beat a slave to death he could not be charged with murder, but if a third party killed someone’s slave they would be held civilly liable for damages.  Students were asked how this was possible and we determined that because of the lack the 13th, 14th , and 15th amendments, slaves/blacks could be treated as inferior being(s) under the laws of the time.



	Karen Oviatt
	  General

  English III
	· We are currently in the study of our Colonial/Revolutionary literature, in which we examine literature such as The Declaration of Independence and pieces written by Patrick Henry and Thomas Paine.  The Constitution is not one of the documents we usually study.  However, as it was Constitution Day, and we were in the appropriate period of study, we took some time to view a Schoolhouse Rock video which explains the major purposes of the Constitution and teaches viewers how to sing the Preamble to the Constitution. The students had fun singing along, and thought they may not be able to sing the Preamble on their own, they certainly have a sense of how important it was in explaining the reasons necessary for the creation of this document.



	Marc Sprintz
	   Civics and

   Economics
	· For my Civics and Economics classes, we were just beginning our unit on the Constitution.  First, I read aloud Part I of a Philadelphia Inquirer article written for the opening of the new Constitution Center in Philadelphia a few years ago.  The article was Part I in a series that described the background of what led up to the convention, who attended, their roles, and the plans and compromises reached there.  This article really brings to life the weaknesses of the Articles and feelings in the city of Philadelphia at that time.

· Next, the students used their textbooks to do a guided reading on proposals and compromises from the Convention.  After working on that for about 35 minutes, I handed out the lyrics to              The Preamble from Schoolhouse Rock.  Students followed along as I showed The Preamble cartoon.  We then discussed the meaning of the Preamble, analyzing it by section.  I handed out a Principles of the Constitution note sheet w/blanks, and had students fill in key terms as I read and explained it to them.  When we reached the Principle of Checks and Balances, I gave them a Checks and Balances chart that we then discussed and completed together.

	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy



	Suzanne Lantzy
	
	· We compared the NC recommendations for the Bill of Rights (from Hillsborough) to the                        Bill of Rights we have today.



	Lee Gordon
	
	· The class compared Monarchies, Aristocracies, Oligarchies and Direct Democracies in Ancient Greece using a skit format among class groups.  After that activity, we discussed the Bill of Rights and how it may have applied to these different forms of Ancient Greek governments.



	Dean Dease
	
	· PROJECT:  IRAQI FREEDOMS

      Students were reminded of why the United States troops are in Iraq and the purpose of the war.  

      Students then completed a procedure and listed freedoms that Iraq should include in their new 

      government.  We then made a master list of freedoms.  A transparency of the United States Bill of

      Rights was displayed and we discussed their suggested freedoms for Iraqi people with those

      freedoms they currently enjoy due to the Bill of Rights.



	Sue Liner
	
	· The Reconstruction Amendments were examined, with special emphasis on the fourteenth amendment whose reach encompasses students’ daily lives.



	Elizabeth Dell-Jones
	
	· The $2 bill currently shows the famous John Trumball painting of the Constitution  committee presenting the Constitution to Congress.  Students were asked to re-design the current $2 bill to exemplify one of the amendments represented in the Bill of Rights that they felt the most strongly about.  Winners of the re-design contest were each given a $2 bill and a certificate of award as prizes.  
      Winners were:

      Mary Catherine McKee -  Freedom of Speech

      Josh Roche - The Right to Bear Arms

      Kimberly Dodson -  Freedom of Religion





CONSTITUTION DAY – 2006

PAAS

	Teacher’s Name


	Course
	Activity/Theme/

Specific Teaching Strategy



	Jeffrey Norris


	
	· Our Constitution Day celebration incorporated discussions on the U.S. Constitution, the North Carolina signers, and an attitudinal survey.  We also reviewed and discussed the North Carolina State Constitution.

         Sources:
           www.ofcn.org
           www.fellows.supremecourts.gov
           www.BillofRightsInstitute.org
           www.constiitutioncenter.org
           www.ncga.state.nc.us



A Plan for Constitution Day:
Each school can develop a local committee to address the following instructional issues as they apply to Constitution Day.  
At least one teacher per grade level/course should be represented on the team.
1. Identify enduring understandings.

2. Decide which content is essential.  

3. Design essential questions which will lead students to understandings which have
    a lasting value beyond the classroom.
4. Using the information gathered from items # 1-3, a team of classroom teachers
    from each grade level will select grade-appropriate categories for each enduring
    understanding, content, and essential question 

    (i.e., Introduce, Review, Build-On and Apply).
5. Identify resources, teaching strategies, and activities which teachers

    already use to teach students about the Constitution.  Develop units
    of study which will help students develop a deeper understanding

    of government, citizenship, and the United States Constitution.

Questions for Educators and 

Professional Learning Communities

1. What is Constitution Day?

2. Why should students learn about the United States Constitution?

3. What should a student in the ____________ grade know about the Constitution?

4. What should a student in the ____________ grade understand about the Constitution?

5. What prior knowledge should students have about the Constitution prior to the ____________ grade?

6. What activities and teaching strategies have the teachers in the previous grades used on Constitution Day?

7. How can we organize instruction to assist students in learning age-appropriate knowledge and concepts about the Constitution?

8. What materials or resources are available in our school/community to teach students about the United States Constitution?

9. At the end of a K-12 experience, what should all students know and understand about the United States Constitution?

10. How will we respond when a student experiences difficulty in learning important concepts and skills?

Educators must define the purpose of Constitution Day (grade-by-grade).

Educators must avoid what Wiggins and McTighe (1998) describe as the

“TWIN SINS” of Curriculum Planning:  a)  Activity-oriented and b) Coverage.
Essential Questions
Are immigrants guaranteed the same rights as legal citizens?

Can patriotism ever become negative?

How are rights different from privileges?

How did voting and consensus impact the creation of the United States Constitution?

How do amendments modify and change life for Americans?

How does a constitution impact one’s life?

How does the Bill of Rights make life easier or more difficult for Americans?

How does the Declaration of Independence differ from the United States Constitution?

How is life in a democracy different from life in other forms of government?

Is freedom free?

Is there such a thing as good government?

What common characteristics are displayed by good citizens?

What is a Constitution?

What is freedom?

What is the purpose of government?

What rights are guaranteed to Americans?

Why do we need rules?
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Guiding Questions

1. What is a Constitution?

2. What is a Preamble?

3. What rights are guaranteed in the Bill of Rights?

4. What is government?

5. Why did the United States want to write a Constitution?

6. What Supreme Court Cases have upheld rights which are guaranteed in the United States Constitution?

7. Who wrote the Constitution?

8. Did North Carolina have any representation at the Constitutional Convention?

9. How many days were the delegates at the Constitutional Convention?

10.   Where does the United States keep the original copy of the United States Constitution?

11.  How can Americans make changes to the Constitution?

12. When was the United States Constitution signed?

13.   How many men signed the United States Constitution?

14.   Why didn’t any women sign the United States Constitution?

15.   Who is known as the “Father of the Constitution”?

16.   How does the Constitution affect citizens in Hillsborough, NC?

17.   What is the difference between the Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution?

18.   Why do we celebrate Constitution Day?

19.    What type of pen was used to sign the United States Constitution?

20.   What is the difference between rights and responsibilities?  

        How are they similar?  How are they different?

21.    What is a document?

22.     What is a primary source?

23.     What are the essential characteristics of limited and unlimited government?
24.     Does the United States have a strong central government?

25.     What role did debate play in forming the United States Constitution?

26.     The preamble to the Constitution mentions “a more perfect union”.  What is meant by “a more perfect union”?
27.     Why do you think delegates from large states felt they should have more representatives than small states?

28.    Why do we need rules? 

· How do rules help keep us safe? 

· Do all people need rules? 

· What would happen if everyone had the same rules? 

· What would happen if everyone had different rules? 

· Who should decide what the rules should be?

29.   What are the roles and functions of the three branches of government? 
30.   How do separation of powers and checks and balances affect the U.S. Government? 

31.   What are the rights, liberties, and responsibilities of U.S. citizens? 
32.   How is the U.S. Constitution a living document? 

33.   Why is it important to understand the history of the Constitution? 

34.   Who were the oldest and youngest members of the Constitutional Convention?
35.   How many amendments to the Constitution have been repealed?
Key Terms
Amendment(s)

Anti-Federalists

Articles of Confederation

Balance of Powers

Bill of Rights

Citizen

Citizenship

Civil Rights 

Congress

Constitution

Constitution Day

Constitutional Convention

Constitutional Rights

Democracy

Document

Due Process

Federalists

First Amendment

Forefathers

Freedom(s)

Government

Independence Hall

Laws

Liberty

Patriotism

Philadelphia, PA

Preamble

Primary Source

Ratification

Responsibilities

Rights

Rules

Signers

Welfare

Books
1.    Shh!  We’re Writing the Constitution
 Author:  Jean Fritz Illustrator:  Tommie dePaola

2.    Constitution Translated for Kids

 Author:  Cathy Travis


3.    We the Kids

       Author:  David Catrow


4.    A More Perfect Union:  The Story of Our Constitution
 Author:  Betsy Maestro Illustrator:  Giulio Maestro

5.    If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution
                   Authors:  Elizabeth Levy and Joan Holub

6.    Can’t You Make Them Behave, King George?
                   Author:  Jean Fritz Illustrator:  Tommie dePaola

7.    The U. S. Constitution for Beginners
                   Author:  Steven Bachmann

8.    The People’s Guide to the U. S. Constitution
                   Author:  David Klage

9.    The Words We Live By:  Your Annotated Guide to the Constitution

                   Author:  Linda R. Monk
North Carolina Standard Course of Study

The following objectives may be useful when celebrating Constitution Day with North Carolina students.  As teachers create lessons which will teach students the history of the United States Constitution, its meaning and its legacy, the following objectives can help guide a standards-based lesson or unit of study.  

Note:  Some of the objectives which have been identified are more directly aligned with the United States Constitution than others.  Educators should not be led to believe that teaching a Constitution Day lesson or unit will completely cover the objectives listed below.  While social studies is taught in kindergarten-twelfth grade, the United States Constitution is not the central focus of the 
North Carolina Standard Course of Study at each grade level.  

An aligned K-12 method of implementing Constitution Day will give students more opportunities to study the United States Constitution and concepts such as citizenship.  If school systems do not articulate a systematic plan, Constitution Day will become an annual day where students complete word find(s), worksheets, design mobiles (i.e., 3 branches of government), create acrostics to words such as freedom, play Bingo, and participate in other educational activities which will be repeated from one year to the next.

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
North Carolina Standard Course of Study

K-12 Social Studies
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                North Carolina Standard Course of Study

               K-5 Social Studies 

	Competency Goal
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Grade
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kindergarten
	
	2.01 2.02 2.03 2.04 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	First
	
	2.01 2.02 2.03 2.04 2.05 2.06
	
	4.03
	
	6.05
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Second
	1.01 1.02 1.03 1.04
	2.01 2.02 2.03 2.04 2.05 2.06
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Third
	1.01 1.02 1.03 1.04

1.05 1.06
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fourth
	
	
	3.02 3.05
	4.034.05
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fifth
	
	2.01  2.02 2.03 
2.04
	
	4.044.06
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


                North Carolina Standard Course of Study

               6-12 Social Studies 

	Competency Goal
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Grade
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sixth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9.01 9.02 9.039.04
	10.01 10.02 10.03 10.04
	
	

	Seventh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9.019.02 9.03

9.04
	10.01 10.02 10.03 10.04
	
	

	Eighth
	
	2.05
	3.07
	
	
	
	
	
	9.019.029.03
	
	
	

	Ninth
	1.01 1.02 1.04
	
	
	4.02
	
	6.02 6.03
	
	8.03
	
	
	
	

	Tenth
	1.01

1.02 1.03 1.04 1.05 1.06 1.07 1.08
	2.01 2.02 2.03 2.04 2.05 2.06 2.07 2.08 2.09
	3.01 3.02 3.03 3.04 3.05 3.06 
	
	5.01
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Eleventh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	12.02

	Twelfth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Kindergarten

Competency Goal 2:

The learner will identify and exhibit qualities of responsible citizenship in the classroom, school, and other social environments.

Objectives

2.01 Exhibit citizenship traits such as integrity, responsibility, and trustworthiness in the

        classroom, school, and other social environments.

2.02 Participate in democratic decision making.

2.03 Describe the importance of rules and laws.

2.04 Analyze classroom problems and suggest fair solutions.
First Grade

Competency Goal 2:

The learner will identify and exhibit qualities of responsible citizenship in the classroom, school, and other social environments.

Objectives
2.01 Develop and exhibit citizenship traits in the classroom, school, and other social

        environments.

2.02 Identify the roles of leaders in the home, school, and community such as parents,

        mayor, police officers, principal, and teacher.

2.03 Participate in democratic decision-making.

2.04 Recognize the need for rules in different settings.

2.05 Identify the need for fairness in rules by individuals and by people in authority.

2.06 Predict consequences that may result from responsible and irresponsible actions.
Competency Goal 4:

The learner will explain different celebrated holidays and special days in communities.

Objectives                                                                                                                                                                                                                              4.03 Recognize and describe the historical events associated with national holidays.
Competency Goal 6:

The learner will apply basic economic concepts to home, school, and the community.

Objectives                                                                                                                                                                                                                                6.05 Give examples of the relationship between the government and its people.

Second Grade

Competency Goal 1:

The learner will identify and exhibit qualities of responsible citizenship in the classroom, school, and other social environments.

Objectives
1.01 Identify and describe attributes of responsible citizenship.

1.02 Demonstrate responsible citizenship in the school, community, and other social

        environments.

1.03 Analyze and evaluate the effects of responsible citizenship in the school,

        community, and other social environments.

1.04 Identify responsible courses of action in given situations and assess the

        consequences of irresponsible behavior.

Competency Goal 2:

The learner will evaluate relationships between people and their governments.
Objectives
2.01 Identify and explain the functions of local governmental bodies and elected officials.

2.02 Recognize and demonstrate examples of the elective process.

2.03 Describe the interdependence among individuals, families, and the community.

2.04 Evaluate rules and laws and suggest appropriate consequences for noncompliance.

2.05 Identify examples of responsible citizen participation in society and social

        environments.
Third Grade

Competency Goal 1:

The learner will characterize qualities of good citizenship by identifying people who made a difference in the community and other social environments.
Objectives
1.01 Identify and demonstrate characteristics of responsible citizenship and explain how

        citizen participation can impact changes within a community.

1.02 Recognize diverse local, state, and national leaders, past and present, who

        demonstrate responsible citizenship.

1.03 Identify and explain the importance of civic responsibility, including but not limited

        to, obeying laws and voting.

1.04 Explain the need for leaders in communities and describe their roles and

        responsibilities.

1.05 Suggest responsible courses of action in given situations and assess the

        consequences of irresponsible behavior.

1.06 Identify selected personalities associated with major holidays and cultural

        celebrations.

Fourth Grade

Competency Goal 3:

The learner will trace the history of colonization in North Carolina and evaluate its significance for diverse people's ideas.

3.02 Identify people, symbols, events, and documents associated with North Carolina's

        history.                                                                                                                                               
3.05 Describe the political and social history of colonial North Carolina and analyze its

        influence on the state today.

Competency Goal 4:

The learner will analyze social and political institutions in North Carolina such as government, education, religion, and family and how they structure society, influence behavior, and response to human needs.
Objectives

4.03 Explain the importance of responsible citizenship and identify ways North

        Carolinians can participate in civic affairs.

4.05 Identify and assess the role of prominent persons in North Carolina, past and

        present.

Fifth Grade

Competency Goal 2:

The learner will analyze political and social institutions in North America and examine how these institutions respond to human needs, structure society, and influence behavior.
Objectives
2.01 Analyze major documents that formed the foundations of the American idea of

        constitutional government.

2.02 Describe the similarities and differences among the local, state, and national levels

        of government in the United States and explain their legislative, executive, and

        judicial functions.

2.03 Recognize how the United States government has changed over time.

2.04 Compare and contrast the government of the United States with the governments of

        Canada, Mexico, and selected countries of Central America.

Competency Goal 4:

The learner will trace key developments in United States history and describe their impact on the land and people of the nation and its neighboring countries.

Objectives
4.04 Describe the causes and effects of the American Revolution, and analyze their

        influence on the adoption of the Articles of Confederation, Constitution, and the 

        Bill of Rights.

4.06 Evaluate the effectiveness of civil rights and social movements throughout 

        United States' history that reflect the struggle for equality and constitutional rights

        for all citizens.

Sixth Grade
Competency Goal 9:

The learner will analyze the different forms of government developed in South America and Europe.

Objectives
9.01 Trace the historical development of governments including traditional, colonial, 
         and national in selected societies and assess the effects on the respective

         contemporary political systems.
9.02 Describe how different types of governments such as democracies, dictatorships,

        monarchies, and oligarchies in selected areas of South America and Europe carry

        out legislative, executive, and judicial functions, and evaluate the effectiveness of

        each.

9.03 Identify the ways in which governments in selected areas of South America and 

        Europe deal with issues of justice and injustice, and assess the influence of cultural

        values on their practices and expectations.
9.04 Describe how different governments in South America and Europe select leaders

        and establish laws in comparison to the United States and analyze the strengths and

        weaknesses of each.

Competency Goal 10:

The learner will compare the rights and civic responsibilities of individuals in political structures in South America and Europe.
Objectives
10.01 Trace the development of relationships between individuals and their governments

           in selected cultures of South America and Europe, and evaluate the changes that

           have evolved over time.

10.02 Identify various sources of citizens' rights and responsibilities, such as

          constitutions, traditions, and religious law, and analyze how they are incorporated

          into different government structures.

10.03 Describe rights and responsibilities of citizens in selected contemporary societies in

          South America and Europe, comparing them to each other and to the United States.

10.04 Examine the rights, roles, and status of individuals in selected cultures of South

          America and Europe, and assess their importance in relation to the general welfare.

Seventh Grade

Competency Goal 9:

The learner will analyze the different forms of government developed in Africa, Asia, and Australia.
Objectives
9.01 Trace the historical development of governments, including traditional, colonial, and

        national in selected societies, and assess their effects on the respective contemporary

        political systems.

9.02 Describe how different types of governments such as democracies, dictatorships,

        monarchies, and oligarchies in Africa, Asia, and Australia carry out legislative,

        executive, and judicial functions and evaluate the effectiveness of each.

9.03 Identify the ways in which governments in selected areas of Africa, Asia, and

       Australia deal with issues of justice and injustice, and assess the influence of cultural

       values on their practices and expectations.

9.04 Describe how different governments in Africa, Asia, and Australia select leaders and

        establish laws in comparison to the United States and analyze the strengths and

        weaknesses of each.

Competency Goal 10:

The learner will compare the rights and civic responsibilities of individuals in political structures in Africa, Asia, and Australia.
Objectives
10.01 Trace the development of relationships between individuals and their governments

          in selected cultures of Africa, Asia, and Australia, and evaluate the changes that

          have evolved over time.

10.02 Identify various sources of citizens' rights and responsibilities, such as

          constitutions, traditions, and religious law, and analyze how they are incorporated

          into different government structures.

10.03 Describe rights and responsibilities of citizens in selected contemporary societies in

          Africa, Asia, and Australia, comparing them to each other and to the United States.

10.04 Examine the rights, roles, and status of individuals in selected cultures of Africa,

          Asia, and Australia, and assess their importance in relation to the general welfare.
Eighth Grade

Competency Goal 2:

The learner will trace the causes and effects of the Revolutionary War, and assess the impact of major events, problems, and personalities during the Constitutional Period in North Carolina and the new nation.
Objectives

Describe the impact of documents such as the Mecklenburg Resolves, the Halifax Resolves, the Albany Plan of Union, the Declaration of Independence, the State Constitution of 1776, the Articles of Confederation, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights on the formation of the state and national governments.

Competency Goal 3:

The learner will identify key events and evaluate the impact of reform and expansion in North Carolina during the first half of the 19th century.

Objectives

3.07 Explain the reasons for the creation of a new State Constitution in 1835, and 

        describe its impact on religious groups, African Americans, and American Indians.

Competency Goal 9:

The learner will explore examples of and opportunities for active citizenship, past and present, at the local and state levels.
Objectives

9.01 Describe contemporary political, economic, and social issues at the state and local levels and evaluate their impact on the community.

9.02 Identify past and present state and local leaders from diverse cultural backgrounds and assess their influence in affecting change.

9.03 Describe opportunities for and benefits of civic participation.

Ninth Grade

Competency Goal 1:

Historical Tools and Practices - The learner will identify, evaluate, and use the methods and tools valued by historians, compare the views of historians, and trace the themes of history.
Objectives
1.01 Define history and the concepts of cause and effect, time, continuity, and

        perspective.

1.02 Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources to compare views, trace

        themes, and detect bias.

1.04 Define the themes of society, technology, economics, politics, and culture and relate

        them to the study of history.

Competency Goal 4:

Revolution and Nationalism - The learner will assess the causes and effects of movements seeking change, and will evaluate the sources and consequences of nationalism.

Objectives
4.02 Describe the changes in economies and political control in nineteenth century

        Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas.

Competency Goal 6:

Patterns of Social Order - The learner will investigate social and economic organization in various societies throughout time in order to understand the shifts in power and status that have occurred.

Objectives

6.02 Analyze causes and results of ideas regarding superiority and inferiority in society

        and how those ideas have changed over time.

6.03 Trace the changing definitions of citizenship and the expansion of suffrage.

Competency Goal 8:

Patterns of History - The learner will assess the influence of ideals, values, beliefs, and traditions on current global events and issues.
Objectives

8.03 Classify within the broad patterns of history those events that may be viewed as

         turning points.

Tenth Grade

Competency Goal 1:

The learner will investigate the foundations of the American political system and explore basic values and principles of American democracy.
Objectives
1.01 Describe how geographic diversity influenced economic, social, and political life in

        colonial North America.

1.02 Trace and analyze the development of ideas about self-government in British North

        America.

1.03 Examine the causes of the American Revolution.

1.04 Elaborate on the emergence of an American identity.

1.05 Identify the major domestic problems of the nation under the Articles of

       Confederation and assess the extent to which they were resolved by the new

       Constitution.

1.06 Compare viewpoints about government in the Federalist and the Anti-Federalist

        Papers.

1.07 Evaluate the extent to which the Bill of Rights extended the Constitution.

1.08 Compare the American system of government to other forms of government.

Competency Goal 2:

The learner will analyze how the government established by the United States Constitution embodies the purposes, values, and principles of American democracy.
Objectives
2.01 Identify principles in the United States Constitution.

2.02 Explain how the United States Constitution defines the framework, organization and

        structure of the three branches of government at the national level.

2.03 Explain how the United States Constitution grants and limits the authority of public

        officials and government agencies.

2.04 Describe how the United States Constitution may be changed and analyze the impact

        of specific changes.

2.05 Analyze court cases that illustrate that the United States Constitution is the supreme

        law of the land.

2.06 Analyze court cases that demonstrate how the United States Constitution and the

        Bill of Rights protect the rights of individuals.

2.07 Identify modern controversies related to powers of the federal government that are

        similar to the debates between Federalists and Anti-Federalists over ratification of

        the United States Constitution.

2.08 Examine taxation and other revenue sources at the national level of government.

2.09 Describe the services provided by selected government agencies and how funding is

        provided.

Competency Goal 3:

The learner will analyze how state and local government is established by the North Carolina Constitution.
Objectives
3.01 Identify the principles in the North Carolina Constitution and local charters.

3.02 Explain how the North Carolina Constitution and local charters define the

        framework, organization, and structure of government at the state and local level.

3.03 Explain how the state constitution grants and limits the authority of public officials

        and government agencies.

3.04 Describe how the state constitution and local charters may be changed, and analyze

        the impact of specific changes.

3.05 Analyze court cases that illustrate that the North Carolina Constitution is the law of

        the state.

3.06 Analyze how the Fourteenth Amendment extends the Bill of Rights' protection to

        citizens of a state.

Competency Goal 5:

The learner will explain how the political and legal systems provide a means to balance competing interests and resolve conflicts.
Objectives
5.01 Evaluate the role of debate, consensus, compromise, and negotiation in resolving

        conflicts.

Eleventh Grade

Competency Goal 12:

The United States since the Vietnam War (1973-present) -                                                         

The learner will identify and analyze trends in domestic and foreign affairs of the United States during this time period.
12.02 Evaluate the impact of recent constitutional amendments, court rulings, and federal

           legislation on United States' citizens.

Our Constitution is so simple and practical 
that it is possible always                            

 to meet extraordinary needs 

by changes in emphasis and arrangement 
without loss of essential form.
                                                                    -  President Franklin D. Roosevelt

                                                       First Inaugural Address

                                          March 4th, 1933
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